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TN T¥TK n.ATMS 
Claims I - 1 1 (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently amended) A distributed service system, the system comprising: 

a register device for conducting a transaction; 

a first peripheral device configured to communicate information regarding the transaction 
according to a first protocol; and 

a protocol convoler coupled to the register device and the first peripheral device, the 
protocol converter configured to receive infomiation firom the first peripheral device according to 
the first protocol and communicate the information using TCP/IP; and 

a transaction controller coupled to the protocol converter and the register device, the 
transaction controller operable to facilitate communication between the register device and the 
protocol converter. 

13. (Original) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the register device is 
a point-of-sale (POS) temtunal. 

14. (Original) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the first peripheral 
device comprises a printer, 

15. (OrigLtial) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the first peripheral 
device comprises a signature-c^ture platform. 

16. (Original) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the first peripheral 
device comprises a PIN pad. 

17. (Original) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the first peripheral 
device comprises a scanner. 
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1 8. (Original) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the first peripheral 
device comprises a check reeider. 

19, (Original) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the first protocol 
comprises RS485. 

+&2Q. (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the first 
protocol comprises RS232. 

■H-21 . (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the first 
protocol comprises USB. 

t£22. (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein tfie first 
protocol comprises TCP/IP. 

i6^23. (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, fiirther 
comprises a second register device coupled to the protocol converter, the protocol converter 
further configured to conmnmicate information received firom the first peripheral device with the 
second register device. 

■1424. (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, further 
comprising a plurality of peripheral devices coupled to the protocol converter, 

•1525. (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein state 
information regarding the transaction is stored in the transaction controller and the register 
device. 

+62fi- (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the 
register device, the transaction controller, and the protocol converter each comprise an Ethernet 

3 


PACE 6/16 * RCVD AT 10M/2004 4:37:25 PM [Eastern DayUgM Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/5 * DN18:8729306 * C8tD:212 619 0276 * DURATtON (mii>$s):O&-10 


10/04/200^ MON 18:42 FAX 212 619 0276 FAY KAPLUN & MARGIN. LLP 


B1007/016 


connection, 

i?22. (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the 
transaction controller provides Jini services. 

(Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim ¥f27. wherein the 
first peripheral is registered with the Jini services. 

±929' (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the 
register device is remotely located from the first peripheral device. 

2632, (Currently amended) A distributed service system according to claim 12, wherein the 
transaction controller is remotely located fix>m the peripheral device. 

2^-31 , (Currently amended) A method for operating a distributed service system, the method 
comprising: . 

operating a register device for conducting a transaction at a first location; 

operating a first peripheral device configured to communicate information regarding the 
transaction according to a first protocol; and 

operating a remotely located protocol converter coupled to the register device and the first 
peripheral device by a TCP/IP communication link, the protocol converter configured to receive 
information from the first peripheral device according to the first protocol and communicated the 
information using TCP/IP; and 

operating a transaction controller remotely located from said register device and coupled 
to the protocol converter and the register device, the transaction controller operable to faciUtate 
communication between the register device and the protocol converter. 
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